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Lewis W. Hersey

Canadian
Anaesthetists’ Society
Gold Medal

I.a Médaille d’Or de la
Société canadienne des
anesthésistes

Dr. Lewis Hersey was born and grew up in Montreal,
Quebec where he completed his pre-medical studies at
McGill University. Following this he moved to London,
Ontario where he pursued his medical training at the
University of Western Ontario receiving his M.D. in
1956. His Anaesthesia residency was carried out at
Western, as well as at U.B.C. in Vancouver. By 1963,
he had completed both his Canadian and American
Board specialty qualifications.

At this time he joined the Department of Anaesthesia
at Western and moved up through the academic ranks to
Professor in 1986. He practiced Anaesthesia at Victoria
Hospital as a member of the teaching staff where he was
active in resident training throughout his career. During
the middle 1960’s he somehow found the time to com-
bine his clinical practice with his studies toward a Ph.D.
in Pharmacology. On becoming a member of the
Department of Pharmacology he contributed to the
teaching of students in medicine, dentistry and nursing
as well as students in the biology programs. Because of
his interest in the pharmacology of anaesthetic drugs as
well as those of the autonomic nervous system, he was
able to raise the general awareness and understanding of
the basic principles of our specialty. I believe that his
influence on students early in their education was of
great value in motivating students to consider our spe-
cialty as a career choice or at least develop a better
understanding of the concepts related to our field.

As well as Dr. Hersey’s scientific interest in
Anaesthesia and Pharmacology, he was also very active
in the administrative and management aspects of prac-
tice. Anaesthesia Associates of London was one of the
first practice groups that included all the Anaesthetists
in the city and provided an efficient service for all the
hospitals. Dr. Hersey served as one of the early
Chairpersons of this group that has grown to number
over sixty specialists. He served on the executive and as
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Le Dr Lewis Hersey nait et grandit 8 Montréal, Québec,
ol il compléte ses études prémédicales 2 I’université
McGill. Par la suite, il poursuit ses études médicales 2
I'université Western Ontario de London ou il regoit en
1956 son diplome de MD. Il débute sa résidence en
anesthésie a la méme université et I’achéve a 'univer-
sité de la Colombie Britannique & Vancouver. Sa certifi-
cation canadienne et américaine en anesthésie est
acquise en 1963.

Il se joint immédiatement au département d’anes-
thésie de I'université Western Ontario ot il mérite le
titre de professeur en 1986. Il exerce |'anesthésie a
I’hdpital Victoria en qualité de membre du personnel
enseignant ol il participe activement 2 la formation des
résidents tout au long de sa carriére. Au milieu des
années 1960, il trouve méme le temps de combiner sa
pratique avec des études qui lui permettent d’accéder a
un PhD en pharmacologie. Devenu membre du départe-
ment de pharmacologie, il enseigne aux étudiants en
médecine, en dentisterie, en soins infirmiers et en biolo-
gie. Séduit par la pharmacologie des agents anes-
thésiques et du systéme nerveux autonome, il attire 1’at-
tention sur les principes de base de notre discipline et
sur leur compréhension. Son influence sur les étudiants
en début de formation a beaucoup d’impact sur leur en-
thousisame pour notre spécialité ent tant que choix de
carriere ou pour le moins sur leur compréhension des
concepts propres 4 notre sphére d’activités.

En plus de s’intéresser I'anesthésie et a la pharma-
cologie, il prend aussi une part active a la direction et a
la gestion professionnelles. Le groupe des anesthésistes
associ€s de London constitue un des premiers groupes a
réunir tous les anesthésistes d’une ville; ce groupe, qui a
inclus jusqu’a 60 spécialistes, fournit des services effi-
caces a tous les hdpitaux de la ville. Le Dr Hersey en est
un des premiers présidents. [l est membre de son exécu-
tif et en est gestionnaire pendant prés de 20 ans. Cette
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office supervisor for almost twenty years. This contribu-
tion was excellent training for his future role with the
Canadian Anaesthetists Society (C.A.S.).

From 1980 to 1989 he was an Ontario delegate to the
C.A.S. council and served as Treasurer of the Ontario
Division from 1980-85. It was a natural progression
therefore, that led him to become Honourary Treasurer
of the C.A.S. from 1987-1993. It was in this position
that Dr. Hersey’s sound business judgement came into
play to maintain and improve the financial stability of
the society. His prudent fiscal policies ensured that the
society spent funds in an appropriate manner so that the
expenses incurred by the society did not exceed revenue
generation. His planning for the future in this regard has
left the Society in a sound financial position.

Dr. Hersey contributed to the functioning of Victoria
Hospital in his role on the Medical Advisory Committee
as Chairman in 1985-86. He served for four years on
the Board of Directors of the hospital helping to guide it
through a difficult transition due to a relocation of a
number of services to the new Westminster site.

His interest in students was shown by his commit-
ment to the Admissions process for the medical school.
After serving as chairman in 1983-85 he continued as
applicant interviewer for a further ten years. He also
contributed to the U.W.O. undergraduate curriculum by
coordinating the respiratory section of one of the large
pre-clerkship courses. Throughout his years as a clinical
teacher in Anaesthesia he also contributed to the cur-
riculum development in the Department of Pharmacol-
ogy and served on many committees in that department.
Acknowledging his contributions to the University of
Western Ontario over thirty-four years he was recog-
nized at the 1995 U.W.O. convocation as a Professor
Emeritus.

Throughout his career he has been actively supported
by his family, especially his wife, Barbara. Dr. Hersey
has been an excellent role model for the younger mem-
bers of our speciality as exemplified by his clinical care
of patients, and his enthusiasm for teaching the concepts
of anaesthesia. Added to this, are his sound management
skills that have provided a foundation for the Society to
meet the needs of its members. It is very appropriate
that the Canadian Anaesthetists Society should recog-
nize Dr. Hersey’s contribution to Anaesthesia in Canada
by awarding him the Gold Medal at the Annual Meeting
of the Society.

Gordon R. Sellery MD FRCPC
London, Ontario
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participation lui est tres utile pour la fonction qu’il doit
occuper plus tard dans la Société canadienne des
anesthésistes (SCA).

De 1980 a 1989, il est délégué de 1'Ontario au
Conseil de la SCA et trésorier de la division ontarienne
de 1980 a 1985. 11 est donc naturel qu’il devienne secré-
taire honoraire de la SCA de 1987 2 1993. A ce poste,
grace a son sens des affaires éclairé, le Dr Hersey inter-
vient pour améliorer et maintenir la stabilité financiére
de la société. Ses stratégies financi¢res prudentes
favorisent I’utilisation des fonds de la Société de fagon
heureuse de sorte que les dépenses encourues ne dé-
passent jamais le revenue généré.

A titre de président du comité médical aviseur de
I’hépital Victoria, le Dr Hersey participe & son bon
fonctionnement de 1985-86. Il si¢ge pendant quatre ans
au conseil d’administration de 1’hdpital et, a ce titre,
collabore a aplanir les difficultés générées par le relo-
calisation de nombreux services au nouveau site
Westminster.

A 1a faculté de médecine, il démontre son intérét pour
les étudiants en participant activement au processus
d’admission. Apres avoir servi comme président de
comité d’admission de 1883-85, il continue ses inter-
views des candidats pendant encore dix années. Tout en
coordonnant I’enseignement de la section respiratoire, il
contribue & I’élaboration du curriculum prédoctoral
dans ce domaine. Pendant ses années d’enseignement
clinique de I’anesthésie, il collabore aussi & la prépara-
tion du curriculum du département de pharmacologie et
sert sur plusieurs comités de ce département. En recon-
naissance de ses contributions de 34 années a ’'univer-
sité Western d’Ontario, il recoit le titre de professor
emeritus a la collation des grades de 1995.

Pendant sa carriére, il a toujours obtenu le soutien
actif de sa famille, spécialement de son épouse Barbara.
Le Dr Hersey représente un excellent modele pour les
plus jeunes membres de notre spécialité par I’excellence
de sa pratique et par son enthousiasme pour I’enseigne-
ment de I’anesthésie. En outre, ses qualités de gestion-
naire avisé ont procuré une base suffisante pour
combler I’attente des membres de la Société. Il est donc
tout a fait pertinent que, lors de son assemblée annuelle,
la Société canadienne des anesthésistes reconnaisse la
contribution du Dr Hersey 2 1’anesthésie canadienne en
lui accordant sa médaille d’or.

Gordon R. Sellery MD FRCPC
London, Ontario



