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Dr. Gordon R. Sellery

Canadian
Anaesthetists’ Society
Gold Medal

La Médaille d’Or de la

Société Canadienne des
Anesthésistes

Born in Toronto, Ontario, Dr. Sellery undertook specialty
training in anaesthesia first in Watford, Herts, England
and then at the University of Toronto. Since 1968 he
has been in practice in London, Ontario. His career has
included a variety of initiatives and activities that have
advanced both the Society and the profession in Canada.

While holding various positions in the Society, Dr.
Sellery pursued several important new ventures. As
Chairman of the Standards of Practice Committee, he
helped forge a vital link with the Canadian Standards
Association (CSA). As Honorary Treasurer of the So-
ciety, he recognized the need for new sources of support
for anaesthesia research and became the principal force
behind the establishment and growth of the CAS Re-
search Fund and its successor, the Canadian Anaesthesia
Research Foundation (CARF). As a Canadian delegate
to the World Federation Societies of Anesthesiologists
(WFSA), he succeeded in being elected to the position
of Federation Vice-President. He also led a successful
bid to host the World Congress of the Federation in Can-
ada in the year 2000 and was appointed Co-Chairman
of its Organizing Committee.

Dr. Sellery’s services to the profession outside the So-
ciety are equally impressive. Since 1968 he has been a
member of the Department of Anaesthesia at the Uni-
versity of Western Ontario where he now holds the rank
of Professor. Taking a particular interest in education,
he served as Coordinator of various Undergraduate and
Continuing Medical Education Programmes in both the
Department of Anaesthesia and the Faculty of Medicine
at Western. He has also been an Examiner for the Royal
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada. From
1971 to 1986 he held the post of Chief of Anaesthesia
at Victoria Hospital, London, Ontario. In that position
he not only led a busy teaching department but also
took an interest in community anaesthetic practice, fre-
quently visiting and advising anaesthetists in various non-
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Né a Toronto, le docteur Sellery a d’abord étudié I'a-
nesthésie 4 Watford, Herts, Angleterre pour ensuite ter-
miner 4 l'université de Toronto. Depuis 1968, il exerce
sa profession @ London en Ontario. Sa carriére est fertile
en activités qui ont fait progresser la Société canadienne
des anesthésistes et la profession d’anesthésiste au Can-
ada.

Tout en occupant plusieurs fonctions au sein de la
Société, le Dr. Sellery a été un novateur prolifique. A
titre de président du comité des normes d'exercice, ses
interventions ont permis la création de liens privilégiés
avec I’Association canadienne de normalisation. En sa
qualité de trésorier honoraire de la Société, il a reconnu
le besoin de nouvelles ressources pour la recherche en
anesthésie et a favorisé la création et la croissance du
Fonds de recherche de la SCA et de son successeur, le
Fonds canadien de recherches en anesthésie. Délégué a
la Fédération mendiale des sociétés d'anesthésiologistes,
il en est devenu co-président du comité organisateur.

Depuis 1968, il est membre du département d’anesth-
ésie de luniversité Western en Ontario ou il détient le
titre de professeur. Intéressé par I'éducation, il a coor-
donné les programmes prédoctoraux et d'enseignement
médical continu au département d’anesthésie et a la fa-
culté de médecine de I'université Western. De 1971 4 1985,
il a été chef du département d’anesthésie A I'hapital Vic-
toria de London. Il a non seulement dirigé un dépar-
tement trés actif en éducation, mais s’est intéressé a l'ex-
ercice communautaire de 1'anesthésie en visitant souvent
et en conseillant les anesthésistes des hopitaux non uni-
versitaires et en organisant pour eux des programmes
de mise 4 jour.

Unes des grandes réalisations du Dr. Sellery a constitué
a créer des liens entre notre société et les manufacturiers
d’appareils par l'intermédiaire de la I’Association cana-
dienne de normalisation; entre la société et les chercheurs
grice a son intérét pour le fonds de recherche de la
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teaching hospitals throughout Ontario and organizing re-
gional refresher programmes for them.

A common characteristic of Dr. Sellery’s special ac-
complishments is the building of bridges — between the
Society and the manufacturers of anaesthetic equipment
through his involvement with the Canadian Standards
Association; between the Society and research through
his establishment of the CARF; between the Society and
anaesthetists elsewhere in the world through his initiatives
at the WFSA; and between the academic centre and the
community practitioner. His success in forging these links
arises from his sensitivity to the wider needs of the pro-
fession coupled with a quiet determination to work with
others to see that important goals are achieved.

Our Society and our profession owe much to Dr. Gor-
don R. Sellery. The honour of the Gold Medal is well
deserved.

R.LK.
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Société canadienne des anesthésistes; entre la société et
la Fédération mondiales des anesthésiologistes; entre le
centre universitaire et le practicien. Sl a obtenu un tel
succes, c'est grace a sa compréhension des aspirations
de notre profession assistée d’'une bonne propension pour
le travail d’équipe.

Notre profession et notre Société doivent beaucoup au
Dr Gordon R. Sellery. Il mérite amplement cette médaille
d’or.

R.LK.



